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During the spring of 1999 I was a visiting fellow
at the International Social Sciences Institute,
University of Edinburgh, Scotland.Years later
I was a visiting professor and resident fellow
in St Cuthbert’s Society, at the University of
Durham, England. These sabbaticals provided
particularly rich occasions for venturing into
new research exploring the profession’s heri-
tage in values and ethics. Access to original
historical documents was buttressed by discus-
sions about social work and social welfare, with
British social workers and educators, and also
with scholars from other disciplines and pro-
fessional occupations. I specifically acknowl-
edge Sarah Banks, Eric Blyth, Chris Clark,
Derek Clifford, Vivienne Cree, and Michael
Preston-Shoot for embracing me and my work
in sharing their rich and varied perspectives.
On a more recent sabbatical I was able to meet
with academic colleagues in Greece and Italy
and was offered exceptional support by Eleni
Papouli, Annamaria Campanini, Cristina
Tilli, and Michelle Ciarpi. They all enriched
my understanding about social work practice
from a global perspective.

For these and so many opportunities I will
be eternally grateful to Bryn Mawr College
(BMC). As provost and now as president,
Kimberly Cassidy has been supportive of my
research. Her encouragement of colleague-
ship across disciplines enabled close and pro-
ductive relationships in which I could expand
on the scholarship begun in the sabbaticals. I
especially thank my BMC colleagues Michael
Allen, Grace Armstrong, Christine Koggel,
and Mary Osirim for their ideas and analyses
about international perspectives, reinforcing
the importance of multidisciplinary collabora-
tion in our global society. I also acknowledge
two Graduate School of Social Work and Social
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Research (GSSWSR) research assistants, Lisa
Couser and John Edwards, who helped with
literature searches.

Notwithstanding continued technological
developments, taking on the role of social
worker involves integrating skills with mul-
tiple bodies of knowledge. In their mission
to create both individual and social change,
social workers continually struggle with effects
of meaning and process, while balancing often
conflicting ethics and mores, made ever more
challenging by globalization. It is my hope
that this book’s emphasis on values enriches
knowledge and improves practice through its
re-envisioning of social work and the social
welfare in a global society. The narratives
and case studies are from the many front-line
practitioners in a range of locations who so
generously gave of their time. I thank them
all and wish I could publicly name them indi-
vidually. Reflected in these pages is important
work by U.S. colleagues including Elaine Con-
gress, Bart Grossman, Lynne Healy, Carmen
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Hendricks, Kathy Pottick, Robin Mama, and
Frederic Reamer.

I expressly thank my Foundation Practice
students of nearly 40 years for stimulating me
to develop this book.

Jennifer Perillo has been an extraordinary
editor. She believed in this project and along
with her assistant, Stephen Wesley, was always
available to help with deadlines and offer wise
guidance. I thank them both that we are finally
at this stage.

The brilliance of my son, Graham Brownstein,
has always been an inspiration. I thank him and
his father, Donald Brownstein, for their valuable
insights. My husband, David Hardcastle, Profes-
sor Emeritus, University of Maryland School of
Social Work, patiently helped me stay focused
on social work’s breadth. He has been a source
of infinite support and encouragement, sharing
his vast wisdom and intellectual acuity about
this profession we both dearly love. I am forever
grateful for his enduring friendship, kindness,
and guidance.



SOCIAL WORK

Downloaded from cupola.columbia.edu



Downloaded from cupola.columbia.edu



