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| SHOULD BEGIN BY EXPRESSING what a pleasure it has been to write this
book. Doingso has provided the luxury of exploring ideas brought forward
by many thoughtful persons from diverse fields. My rather circumspect
journey in this direction began when I was a PhD student in the Depart-
ment of Political Science at the University of Michigan in the 1980s. At
that time, Professor John Kingdon was studying the importance of agenda
setting in public policy development, and he coined the term “political
entreprencur’ to convey the importance of innovative idea generators and
carriers in the public policy process.

This notion resonated with me as I entered a 1o-year career in poli-
tics and public service, and it influenced my thinking as I began to more
broadly consider social development issues upon returning to academia.
In particular, I saw a similarity between the political entrepreneurs about
whom Kingdon wrote and the emergence of social entrepreneurs in the
business literature. As a faculty member in the School of Social Work
at the University of Illinois at Urbana—Champaign (UIUC), I became a
fellow at the new Center for Entreprencurial Leadership in the School of
Business in 2005, where I focused on understanding social entrepreneur-
ship and its possibilities in human services program development and
education. I then was fortunate to serve as a Fulbright Scholar at Nankai
University in Tianjin, China, in 2010, and I used that time to develop
many of the ideas for this book.

I am happy to thank many fine people for their intellectual ideas,
encouragement, and tangible support related to this work. I have been
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influenced a great deal in my thinking about social problems, govern-
ments, and markets by the work of Charles Lindblom and am continually
grateful for this exposure. Anthony Mendez, then Director of the Cen-
ter for Entrepreneurial Leadership at UIUC, brought together a diverse
group of teachers and researchers to consider entrepreneurship more
broadly than it often is, and he was very generous in the resources and sup-
port he extended to my work. Dean Wynne Korr of the UTUC School of
Social Work likewise encouraged my pursuit of these ideas, as well as my
Fulbright project.

I could not have asked for a better place to develop my book than
Nankai University. Professor Xinping Guan was a wonderful host and also
provided me with great opportunities to learn about social development in
China. I also came to know Professor Feibei Zheng at Nankai University
and Professors Gao Jianguo and Shenli Chen at Shandong University as I
studied and taught in China, and they all exposed me to important ideas,
issues, and nuances of Chinese social policy development. I likewise ben-
efited from teaching many Chinese social work and social welfare graduate
students during this period; their intelligence, hard work, and compassion
about social issues were a constant source of inspiration to me. After return-
ing from China, I became Director of the School of Social Work at Arizona
State University (ASU), where I similarly benefited from a collegial and
supportive work environment.

I am especially thankful for the contributions made to this book by
four research assistants: Seonmi Kim and Minli Liao at UIUC and Xiang
Gao and Jill Urbaeva at ASU. All provided substantial support with lit-
erature reviews on various topics, and Xiang additionally reviewed the
entire manuscript. I benefited in formulating my ideas about microenter-
prise development from discussions with Seonmi and with Min Zhan, my
long-time colleague at UIUC; Seonmi also provided excellent guidance
on empirical findings related to microenterprises. Carolina Herrera and
Felipe Ruiz in the College of Public Programs at ASU expertly developed
all of the figures for the book. The quality of my work also was enhanced
by the thoughtful comments of anonymous reviewers, at the proposal
stage and in critiquing my draft manuscript, and by editing provided by
Rebecca Edwards.
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On a personal level, I appreciate the support and camaraderie of my
family and friends, who always have encouraged my work. In addition to
providing me with a happy daily life, my wife, Yali Feng, was instrumen-
tal in my completion of this book—through tangible help, constructive
prodding, and by assuming increased child care responsibilities for our
daughter. I am dedicating the book to Merlin Taber, who stimulated my
interest in social policy when I was a student and who has been a great
mentor and friend ever since.
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