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ed me through the writing of this book. While all of its shortcomings are 
mine, this book was a community effort in more ways than one and for that 
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gave their time, resources, and wisdom in support of this project. 
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ideas here. I am especially grateful for Derrick Alridge, Kathy Blee, Cheryl 
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Dozier, Aisha Durham, and Kecia Thomas who have pushed me intellec-
tually and spent time both writing and thinking with me. I am particu-
larly thankful for my colleague and writing partner Waverly Duck, whose 
friendship and support were essential to the end stages of this project. In 
addition, I owe an intellectual debt to several academic giants who laid the 
groundwork for this project: Eduardo Bonilla-Silva, Kimberlé Crenshaw, 
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back important to the development of this project. I am also thankful for 
the wide range of colleagues who have provided comments, guidance, and 
critiques of the book that have shaped it.
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Bound and McNair Scholars programs and staff, particularly Aloida Zara-
goza and Bruce and Sharyn Schelske. The journey to this book began with 
them. They were each instrumental in helping me look beyond my situa-
tion when I was a kid who didn’t even see a diploma. I truly treasure the 
guidance, understanding, and unconditional friendship that I have had in 
my life since I was thirteen because of them. I would be a different person 
had my life not been touched by their influence.

There are a number of women in my life who, because of the love and 
support they have given me, should really be listed as co-authors of this 
book. DeAnna Cummings, Tiffany Davis, Lisette Haro, Wendy Leo 
Moore, Carrie Williams, and Keegan Xavi—you are my counsel, my mir-
ror, and my sanity. Thank you for being my unconditional friends. I would 
also like to thank Ryan Schleif and Amanda Hill Harris who opened their 
homes to me when I needed space to just sit and write. Your generosity was 
crucial to this project.

My mother Jean Annan, my brothers Eugene and Maurice Dunn, my in-
laws Brenda Bell-Caffee and Jessie Caffee, and my spiritual mother Amoke 
Kubat have provided an unshakable foundation for my life and this project. 
I can’t thank them enough for all they give to my family. Without them, 
this project wouldn’t have happened.

My partner in life, Tyehimba Bell, is my solid ground. He has been the 
cool to my hot and the steady to my shaky. He has been my support, my 
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distraction, and my peace through this whole process. He has believed in 
me like no one else and constantly reminds me that I have everything I 
need inside myself. Our son, Tyehimba Ralasi, is an amazing young man 
who started this journey as a much younger (and shorter) child. He has 
heard, “Mama’s too tired,” or “I have to work now,” more times than I want 
to admit. But he has somehow understood that I love him more than any-
thing else—ever. If my work on this book can teach him any lessons, it is 
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I have the great fortune of having many good friends, a family who loves 
me, and several people around me and across the world who have touched 
my life and have supported this project, in ways big and small. There’s no 
way I can name them all, but I thank you—my friends (both old and new), 
my family and extended family, and people whose ideas inspire me, whose 
music has made writing easier, and whose courage gives me strength. I truly 
am rich in loved ones.
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