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In the Beginning.. ..

For dust thou art,
and into dust thou shalt return.

—Genesis 3:19

Dust n Old English dust (probably about 725 AD), cognate with Old
High German tunst, meaning breath.

—Chambers Dictionary of Etymology

breath [A.S. breath] 1. The respired air. 2. An inspiration
—Stedman’s Medical Dictionary

D ving has a bad reputation. Most people imagine dying as The End. In
this literal way many people conflate the two ideas, thinking of dying
as death and not the life before it. Either way, dying and death are sad and
bad. In other words, many people believe that nothing good can come of
dying. But this is very much a cultural understanding—and a limited and
narrow one at that. This perspective is not found in the rest of nature. As far
as we can tell, trees and rabbits do not view the threat of death in these ways,
yet they react to the threat of death in similar ways to us. To understand why
a dying human being should have anything in common with a dying tree,
we must start at the beginning of life and not at the end. We must start with
an understanding of our own mortality that links our basic reactions to the
threat of death to what we are made from—organic, cellular life. No holistic
explanation of our inner reactions to the threat of death is possible without
this biological and social context.
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