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NOTES

FOREWORD

—

. “Speak truth to power” is sometimes thought to be a biblical quotation, but it
originated with Milton Mayer and other Quakers, including Bayard Rustin, as
they prepared a pamphlet challenging the behavior of the two antagonists of
the Cold War. The pamphlet was published as Speak Truth to Power: A Quaker
Search for an Alternative to Violence (Philadelphia: American Friends Service
Committee, 1955).

2. T emphasize the clarity of the narratives in this book. It is a sad truth that some
authors and organizations have altered, edited, or reconstructed the stories
told by freed slaves in an effort to make them more palatable, sensational, or
sympathetic. In this book, the integrity of the stories of freed slaves has been
preserved with great care. To do otherwise is to violate again the dignity of
those who have been enslaved.

3. Toni Morrison, Beloved (New York: Knopf, 1987), 9.

INTRODUCTION

1. These figures and definitions are drawn from Kevin Bales, Disposable Peo-
ple: New Slavery in the Global Economy (Berkeley: University of California,
1999), 8—9. Because slavery is illegal everywhere, accurate numbers are not
possible. Though Bales (a quantitative sociologist) admits that coming to a
precise calculation of the number of enslaved people is impossible, his estimate

stands as the most thoroughly researched, well-documented, and statistically
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