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t h e r e  a r e  n ot s u F F i C i e n t wo r d s  to express the enormity of my grati-
tude to the courageous people who choose to tell their stories of enslave-
ment. This book is a testimony in nearly forty voices to the horrors of 
slavery, to the audacity of survival, and to the enormous responsibility of 
freedom. The people who have written or told their stories for this collec-
tion have my humblest admiration and thanks for their willingness to share 
their stories despite the immeasurable pain it takes to narrate slavery. Their 
narratives of freedom are an inspiration and an encouragement to me to 
continue to work toward the abolition of modern slavery.

I must also thank the organizations and activists who have contrib-
uted their time and their work to this collection as well as to the mod-
ern abolitionist cause. Thanks to Free the Slaves—especially Kevin Bales, 
Peggy Callahan, Ginny Baumann, Judy Hyde, Jody Sarich, and Terry 
Fitzpatrick—and to the Coalition to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking 
(CAST)—the Survivor Advisory Caucus, Vanessa Lanza, and Kay Buck. 
These two organizations provided contacts and interviews for substantial 
parts of the book. Polaris Project, Protection Project, the Albanian Associ-
ation of Girls and Woman, and World Vision International provided access 
to narratives as well. Thanks to Laura Lederer for her help in contextual-
izing some of the narratives and for decades of service to this cause. My 
gratitude also goes to Christopher Shay and Inge Bell for being willing to 
share their work for this project as well as to Rod Soodalter, Bridgette Carr, 
and Sandy Shepherd for their help in understanding the issue and for put-
ting me in contact with people who were crucial to the completion of this 

a c k n o w L e d g M e n t s

Downloaded from cupola.columbia.edu



x x i v  a C k n o w l e d g m e n t s

project. Thanks to WGBH Boston National Public Radio and the Phnom 
Penh Post for granting permission to reprint their pieces.

Thanks are due to Esther DeBruijn, Paul Lovejoy, Olabode Ibironke, 
Ken Harrow, Hillary Eklund, Chris Schaberg, and Timothy Welsh for 
responding to drafts of the introduction. Kevin Bales is owed special thanks 
for supporting me and my work over the years. I have benefited greatly 
from the generosity of my scholar-activist colleagues at Loyola University 
New Orleans—Rae Taylor, Charles Corprew, Andre Perry, and Christian 
Bolden—as well as from conversation with my welcoming colleagues in the 
Department of English. Nicole Hartz, Lauren Campbell, Amelie Daigle, 
Jasmine Jackson, and Jessiona Bryant were my tireless and fearless research 
assistants; I thank them for their effort and dedication. And I must not fail 
to thank my first-year seminar students, who read through drafts of this 
collection and generously provided their feedback. My thanks also go to 
Jennifer Perillo and Stephen Wesley of Columbia University Press for their 
enthusiasm for this project and to Annie Barva for her thoughtful and sen-
sitive editing.

My deepest gratitude goes to Shamere McKenzie, James Kofi Annan, and 
Minh Dang, whose own activism and friendship are a constant reminder of 
the importance of this work. And last, thanks to Rian Thum, for support-
ing me and this project, even when the stories seemed too difficult to bear.

This work was also supported by grants from Ithaca College and Loyola 
University New Orleans.

All editor proceeds from this book will be donated to Free the Slaves 
and CAST.
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t h i s  b o o k  i s  a  C o l l e C t i o n  o F modern-day slave narratives. It marks the 
reemergence of a narrative genre that many of us thought had died with the 
last of the survivors of legal slavery in the Americas. Slavery unfortunately 
did not end with its abolition in any country in the world. Instead, it went 
underground. It often operates under different and more obscure names, 
such as conscription, trafficking, peonage. But the basic elements of slavery—
the forced labor, the lack of pay, the inability to escape—remain the same. 
And the drive to tell the story of slavery remains as strong among survivors 
today as it did during the antebellum period.

Since the turn of the twenty-first century, increasing attention has been 
paid to these situations of forced labor, and we are calling it by its rightful 
name: slavery. As concerned global citizens slowly come to realize that slav-
ery still exists and always has existed in our midst, survivors of slavery are 
increasingly coming forward to report and reflect on their lived experiences 
of enslavement. Thus, in the past decade or so, the slave narrative has been 
reborn.

This book is an open condemnation of the global crime that is modern 
slavery. It has two explicit goals. The first is to find an audience for the cou-
rageous survivors who have chosen to testify to their experiences of enslave-
ment and provide an impetus for activists, scholars, students, and citizens 
to work to eradicate these contemporary forms of bondage. The second, 
complimentary goal is to engage the narratives from a scholarly perspective 
that understands these testimonies of modern slavery as the primary docu-
ments of the emerging field of modern slavery studies and the now radically 
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