
Downloaded from cupola.columbia.eduDownloaded from cupola.columbia.eduDownloaded from cupola.columbia.edu

Acknowledgments

I would not have written this book unless Professor Frederic G. Reamer, 
the editor of the Foundations of Social Work Knowledge Series, had of-
fered me an opportunity to sum up my insights into injustice, oppression, 
and social change. I am grateful to him for urging me to accept this as-
signment, for it enabled me to develop and present my thoughts more 
systematically than I had done in separate publications in the past.

I would also like to thank my editors at Columbia University Press, 
John Michel, Alexander Thorp, Jennifer Perillo, Stephen Wesley, and 
Michel Haskell, as well as the reviewers of my manuscript, for their 
support throughout the writing of this book. Finally, my thanks go to 
the editorial, design, desk-topping, and marketing staffs of Columbia 
University Press; to Auralie Logan, who made the original index; and 
Robert Swanson, who prepared the index of the revised edition.

Downloaded from cupola.columbia.edu



Downloaded from cupola.columbia.edu



Preface to the 2013 Reissue

Preparing a second edition of Confronting Injustice and Oppression nearly 
fifteen years after its original publication offers an opportunity to re-
view its assumptions, perspectives, and conclusions and to note some 
relevant, unexpected developments during the intervening years.

The book suggested that exploitation and social injustice were es-
tablished coercively, some ten thousand years ago, following the spread 
of agriculture. Since then, exploitation and injustice have evolved into 
nearly universal existential realities, maintained by political, ideological, 
and physical oppression and by validation in the consciousness of their 
agents and beneficiaries, as well as of their victims.

The book also suggested that transcending the realities of exploi-
tation, injustice, and oppression and transforming them into just and 
cooperative ways of life would require extended efforts by nonviolent 
liberation movements aiming to facilitate revisions of consciousness 
conducive to a social justice culture. For governments, unless challenged 
by social movements, tend to sustain established social, economic, po-
litical, and ideological realities, regardless of their unjust consequences. 
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