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We all confront end-of-life issues. As people live longer and suffer from more chronic ill-
nesses, all of us face difficult decisions about death, dying, and terminal care. This series
aspires to articulate the issues surrounding end-of-life care in the twenty-first century. It will
be a resource for practitioners and scholars who seek information about advance directives,
hospice, palliative care, bereavement, and other death-related topics. The interdisciplinary
approach makes the series invaluable for social workers, physicians, nurses, attorneys, and
pastoral counselors.

The press secks manuscripts that reflect the interdisciplinary, biopsychosocial essence of
end-of-ife care. We welcome manuscripts that address specific topics on ethical dilemmas
in end-of-life care, death, and dying among marginalized groups, palliative care, spiritual-
ity, and end-of-life care in special medical areas, such as oncology, AIDS, diabetes, and
transplantation. While writers should integrate theory and practice, the series is open to
diverse methodologies and perspectives.

Joan Berzoff and Phyllis R. Silverman, Living with Dying: A Handbook for End-of-Life
Healthcare Practitioners

Virginia E. Richardson and Amanda S. Barusch, Gerontological Practice for the Twenty-first
Century: A Social Work Perspective

Ruth Ray, Endnotes: An Intimate Look at the End of Life

Terry Wolfer and Vicki Runnion, eds., Dying, Death, and Bereavement in Social Work Prac-
tice: Decision Cases for Advanced Practice

Mercedes Bern-Klug, ed., Transforming End-of-Life Care in the Nursing Home: The Social
Work Role
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This book is dedicated to

my son Christopher, who has brought immeasurable meaning
to my life

my husband Henry, who makes us a family

my parents Donald and Joy Reese, of whom I am a combination

my students and colleagues in the field of hospice social work—
oh, what a journey we have had!

and mostly to my clients at Coastal Hospice in Salisbury,
Maryland, who taught me more than I ever taught them
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