Acknowledgments

Many lives have come together to shape these pages for their intended
purpose and message. First, we extend our deep gratitude to the indi-
viduals, families, groups, and organizations whose stories inform and
enlighten. You are the guiding light in this volume, facing unasked-for
and unimaginable trials, courageously living with and through them, and
reshaping—transforming—them into your messages of hope, strength,
and resilience. Because of you, others who face trauma in their lives may
find sources of comfort and direction that were unknown to you. This
gift is immeasurable. To simply acknowledge you is truly inadequate. This
book is dedicated to you, individually and collectively.

To each contributing author, our deep thanks for so generously of-
fering your wisdom and experience and for rewarding us as editors with
your insight, commitment, and timely submissions. Your compassion and
selfless giving, your efforts to alleviate suffering and restore hope, shine
through your work. It is a privilege to know you and to have worked with
you on this project.

We extend our deep gratitude to Dr. Alex Gitterman. Your attention to
the “soul” in these pages and your amazing skill and wise guidance as series
editor are constant sources of inspiration. We greatly appreciate the work

Downloaded from cupola.columbia.edu



xiv

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

of Lauren Dockett, senior executive editor at Columbia University Press.
Thank you for guiding this manuscript along its way through the stages of
development from a loose stack of pages to a coherent, bound volume.

We are grateful to our colleagues at the University of Denver Graduate
School of Social Work for the privilege to serve as the program developer
and first coordinator (Judith Wise) and as the present coordinator (Marian
Bussey) of the Trauma Response Certificate Program. It is your vision and
foresight that inspired the earliest stages of thought that are at the root of
this volume. To our students, many thanks for your helpful feedback in
shaping the early years of the program.

To Amy Pickett, who read drafts and offered useful suggestions, many
thanks for giving hours of your time to this work. We know that such
hours are not easily available in your busy schedule, and we appreciate the
adjustments you made to enhance and strengthen the manuscript.

Judith Wise: To Marian, coeditor, yes, but also treasured colleague and
friend, thank you for your unwavering enthusiasm from the moment we
first spoke of our ideas for this book to these finishing touches. Our writ-
ing and editing these works about transformation have run parallel to the
transforming and deepening of my professional respect and admiration for
you and of our personal friendship. To Chip go the greatest of thanks for
your constant love and support, your flexibility and interest, and your care
and feeding. In your warmhearted and generous way, you have contrib-
uted more to this work than words can express.

Marian Bussey: It is a pleasure to reflect on the process of writing
and editing this book, and so much of that pleasure has been getting to
know the keen insight and wonderful vision of my coeditor, Judith Wise.
Thank you, Judy, for the hours we've spent talking, reading and rereading,
and discovering much about ourselves just as we've discovered more about
this trauma work to which we are both committed. I thank my family,
who are truly the crucible from which my ideas have emerged, and I thank
Luke, whose honesty, support, and love have made this work possible.

Downloaded from cupola.columbia.edu



