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Salma Elkadi Abugideiri is a licensed professional counselor, with a certifica-
tion in marriage and family therapy. She has worked extensively with refugees, 
immigrants, and Muslim and Middle Eastern families. She is also Co-Director  
of the Peaceful Families Project, a Muslim organization dedicated to prevent-
ing domestic violence through education and training. She is a member of the 
Leadership Team of the FaithTrust Institute and serves on the Editorial Board 
of the Journal of Religion and Abuse.

Barbara Ball, Program Evaluation Specialist, received her Ph.D. in art edu-
cation and art therapy from New York University. She has more than 15 years 
of clinical experience working with children and teens from violent homes 
and has integrated creative, arts-based components into school-based counsel-
ing and dating violence prevention programming. At SafePlace, she has had 
primary responsibility for developing the Expect Respect Program Manual 
that addresses support groups for at-risk youths, teen leadership groups, and 
school-wide prevention strategies. She also coordinates the program evalu-
ation in conjunction with the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention, 
Research Triangle Institute, International, Georgia State University, and the 
University of Miami in Ohio. She has presented on the Expect Respect pro-
gram and evaluation at numerous conferences.

Shreya Bhandari received her Ph.D. in social work from the University of 
Missouri. Her dissertation focused on coping strategies of low-income, rural, 
pregnant women facing intimate partner violence. She has worked as a crisis 
counselor for women facing domestic violence at Dilaasa, a hospital-based 
crisis center, in Mumbai, India. She is currently a post-doctorate fellow with 

contrIbutors

Lockhart-Danis_FM.indd   9 11/13/09   10:44:17 AM

Downloaded from cupola.columbia.edu



the School of Nursing at the University of Missouri working on the Domestic 
Violence Enhanced Home Visitation (DOVE) Program. DOVE is testing a 
research-based intervention with public health nurses/home visitors for preg-
nant women experiencing IPV.

Rupaleem Bhuyan is an assistant professor at the University of Toronto, 
Faculty of Social Work. She is a second-generation immigrant of Assamese/
Indian heritage who was born and raised in the United States and has lived 
and worked in France, Thailand, and now Canada. She has spent nearly 
two decades in the anti-violence movement as a peer educator, community 
organizer, and advocate. During the past six years, Dr. Bhuyan has collabo-
rated with community-based domestic violence agencies to explore social and 
political factors that impact advocacy with immigrant, refugee, and indig-
enous women. Her current research explores how political pressure to deny 
immigrants access to public benefits influences their response to domestic 
violence and related health sequelae.

Bonnie Brandl, MSW, is the director of the National Clearinghouse on 
Abuse in Later Life (NCALL), a project of the Wisconsin Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence (WCADV). Brandl has worked with battered women for 
more than 24 years. She co-authored a book titled Elder Abuse Detection and 
Intervention: A Collaborative Approach. Her numerous published articles and 
manuals on abuse in later life have been distributed throughout the country. 
For more than a decade, she has presented at national, regional, statewide, 
and local conferences on domestic violence and elder abuse. Brandl has an 
MSW degree from the University of Wisconsin, Madison.

Brenda Bussey, MSW (Mohawk), received her bachelor of arts degree in 
American Indian studies and English from the University of Minnesota in 
Duluth, MN. She received her master of social work degree from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, Duluth, in 2004. Since earning her master’s degree, 
Brenda has worked primarily in the domestic violence/sexual assault field. 
She worked for Mending the Sacred Hoop Technical Assistance Project 
in Duluth as a resource coordinator for four years; there her work focused 
primarily on improving the response to Native women who have been bat-
tered or sexually assaulted, by working with tribes who were implementing 
tribally based domestic violence and sexual assault programs. Brenda is now 
at the American Indian Community Housing Organization in Duluth as 
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the coordinator for Dabinoo’igan Shelter, a shelter for Native women who 
have been battered.

Bonnie E. Carlson, Ph.D., CSW, is currently Professor and Associate Direc-
tor, School of Social Work, Arizona State University. After completing a 
Ph.D. at the University of Michigan in Social Work and Psychology, she 
served on the faculty at the University at Albany, State University of New 
York, from 1979 to 2007. During that time, she served in many faculty lead-
ership roles, including Director of the Undergraduate Program (1980–84) 
and Associate Dean (1987–88). Her research has focused on intimate partner 
violence and other forms of trauma by intimates as well as public attitudes 
toward domestic violence. Her most recent research has addressed trauma 
histories and parenting strain in drug-abusing mothers. She has been the 
recipient of several research grants on family violence and is the author of 
numerous articles and book chapters. She is also on the editorial board of 
two professional journals, the Journal of Interpersonal Violence and Trauma, 
Violence, and Abuse. She has also conducted research on trauma and par-
enting strain in women attempting to recover from drug abuse and a group 
intervention on mindfulness meditation for men and women recovering 
from drug and alcohol abuse.

Lorraine A. Chase, DSW, has spent the last 29 years working with victims, 
children, and perpetrators of domestic violence. She was the director of a 
comprehensive, nongovernmental domestic violence program that included 
a shelter, hotline, and legal services; the latter provided attorneys and advo-
cates in each courthouse, counseling services, and community outreach and 
education. She has done individual, group, couples, and family therapy. She 
has testified before Congress twice on the issue of domestic violence. Her 
doctoral dissertation researched gender role conflict and male domestic vio-
lence abusers. She was one of four Americans chosen to tour Pakistan, Nepal, 
and Bangladesh to work with advocates trying to establish domestic violence 
services in those countries. She was the president of the Maryland Network 
Against Domestic Violence (MNADV), and she remains a member after 20 of 
service to them. She was MNADV’s representative to the National Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence, where she served as chair of the Women of Color 
Task Force. She was a volunteer for the Anne Arundel County Sexual Assault 
Program. She also served on boards of directors for substance abuse facility 
and domestic violence program, and she is currently president of the Zonta 
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Club of Annapolis. She is an adjunct professor at the Anne Arundel Com-
munity College. Dr. Chase received her bachelor of science degree from the 
State University of New York at Stony Brook; her master of social work degree 
from the Virginia Commonwealth University; and her doctorate degree in 
social work from the Catholic University of America.

Elizabeth Circo is a doctoral student at the University of Washington. Most 
recently a program assistant at the Annie E. Casey Foundation in Baltimore, 
MD, she has worked with disadvantaged populations in various positions in 
Washington, DC—with the Mayor’s Advisory Committee on Child Abuse 
and Neglect; the Whitman-Walker Clinic; the Institute for Women’s Policy 
Research; the Department of Health and Human Services Office of Minor-
ity Health; Georgetown University; the Sexual Minority Youth Assistance 
League; and the Little Blue House, a group home for abused, abandoned, 
and neglected children. Elizabeth earned her MSW degree from the Howard 
University School of Social Work.

Elizabeth P. Cramer, Ph.D., is a professor in the School of Social Work 
at Virginia Commonwealth University. Her primary practice and scholar- 
ship areas are domestic violence, lesbian and gay issues, and group work. Dr. 
Cramer edited a book published by Haworth Press titled Addressing Homopho-
bia and Heterosexism on College Campuses. She has published a number of 
journal articles, a book chapter, and a CD-Rom on abuse of persons with dis-
abilities. Dr. Cramer serves as a board member on the Chesterfield County 
Domestic Violence Task Force, and is a member of its DELTA committee 
(CDC-funded prevention project). She is the principal investigator for the 
I-CAN Accessibility Project, a grant-funded project by the Department of 
Criminal Justice Services Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Victim 
Fund, to increase accessibility to legal protections for abused persons with 
disabilities and to enhance the ability of disability service providers to work 
with abused consumers.

Fran S. Danis, Ph.D., ACSW, is Associate Professor and Associate Dean at 
the University of Texas at the Arlington School of Social Work. She has taught 
at the University of Missouri and the University of Texas at Austin. As a social 
work practitioner, she founded a domestic and sexual violence community-
based program in Denton, Texas, served as the chair of the Texas Council on 
Family Violence, a state domestic violence coalition, and was staff associate 
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at the National Association of Social Workers/Texas. Her experience in the 
domestic violence field includes direct services and administration, policy 
development and advocacy, training and technical assistance, research and 
evaluation, and teaching. She is a co-editor with Lettie Lockhart of Break-
ing the Silence in Social Work Education: Domestic Violence Modules for 
Foundation Courses published by the Council on Social Work Education 
(CSWE). Together they founded the CSWE Violence Against Women and 
Their Children annual symposium. Fran has served on the NASW Commit-
tee on Women’s Issues and the CSWE Commission on the Role and Status 
of Women in Social Work Education. She was the principal investigator for 
the project “Crime Victims: A Social Work Response, Strengthening Skills 
to Strengthen Survivors” conducted in collaboration with NASW/Texas and 
funded by the U.S. Department of Justice, Office for Victims of Crime. She 
was the first social worker in Texas to receive the NASW Social Worker of the 
Year Award from two different communities. Fran earned a Ph.D. from the 
Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences at Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity and an MSW from Stony Brook University in New York. Her research 
interests include social work response to domestic violence, resiliency of 
domestic violence survivors, and adult children of battered women.

Rabbi Mark Dratch was ordained as an Orthodox Rabbi at the Rabbi Isaac 
Elchanan Theological Seminary of Yeshiva University and served as a pulpit 
rabbi for 22 years. He is Founder and CEO of JSafe: The Jewish Institute 
Supporting an Abuse Free Environment and is a member of the Leadership 
Team of FaithTrust Institute. He is an Instructor of Judaic Studies at the Isaac 
Breuer College of Yeshiva University, former Vice President of the Rabbinical 
Council of America and chair of its Taskforce on Rabbinic Improprieties, past 
member of the Jewish Advisory Committee of the FaithTrust Institute, and a 
member of the Clergy Task Force of Jewish Women International. He served 
on the Editorial Board of the Journal of Religion and Abuse.

Rev. Dr. Marie M. Fortune is the Founder and Senior Analyst at FaithTrust 
Institute since 1977. She is ordained in the United Church of Christ and is a 
practicing theologian and ethicist, educator, and author. She is best known 
for her book, Keeping the Faith: Questions and Answers for Christian Abused 
Women. Fortune was editor of the Journal of Religion and Abuse from 2000 
to 2008. She served on the National Advisory Council to the Office on Vio-
lence Against Women in the U.S. Department of Justice (1994–2000) and 
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the Defense Task Force on Domestic Violence for the U.S. Department of 
Defense (2000–2003).

Tricia B. Bent-Goodley, Ph.D., is a Professor at Howard University School 
of Social Work and Chair of the Community, Administration, and Policy 
Practice Sequence. She has numerous publications and research on the 
intersection of violence against women and girls with cultural competence, 
child welfare, health and mental health, and faith- and community-based 
interventions. Dr. Bent-Goodley is a Fellow with the HIV Intervention Sci-
ence Training Program and a former Hartman Child and Family Scholar. 
Dr. Bent-Goodley serves on national boards and local planning committees 
providing expertise in violence against women and girls, child welfare, policy, 
and research. She is the editor of African American Social Workers and Social 
Policy and co-editor, with Dr. King E. Davis, of The Color of Social Policy and 
Teaching Social Policy in Social Work Education. Dr. Bent-Goodley received 
her Ph.D. from Columbia University and her MSW from the University of 
Pennsylvania. Prior to coming to Howard University, she was a director and 
clinician with several family violence prevention programs in Harlem and 
Queens County, New York.

Delores F. Johnson, MSW, ACSW, previously Director, Family Programs, 
Headquarters, U.S. Army, Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation Com-
mand (FMWRC), is currently Director, Plan, Installation Management Com-
mand. Prior to becoming a civil service employee with the Army, Ms. Johnson 
held both clinical and social service management positions with local, state, 
and private agencies serving as a clinical social worker for the Texas Depart-
ment of Mental Health and Mental Retardation, Executive Director for the 
El Paso, Texas, Battered Women’s Shelter, and school social worker in Vernon 
Parish, LA. She began her tenure with the military in 1984 as the Family Advo-
cacy Program Manager, Fort Bliss, Texas, and served as the Family Advocacy 
Program Manager and Army Community Service Director in Wiesbaden, 
Germany. Ms. Johnson joined the FMWRC staff in July 1990 as the Family 
Advocacy Program Manager and later served as the Chief, Army Community 
Service. She has served as a member of the American Bar Association Com-
mission on Domestic Violence and the National Domestic Violence Hotline. 
Delores F. Johnson holds a BA degree from Averett College, Danville, Vir-
ginia. She received an MSW degree from the University of Maryland School 
of Social Work in Baltimore, Maryland, an MA degree in National Security 
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and Strategic Studies from the Naval War College, is a graduate of the Senior 
Executive Fellows Program at John F. Kennedy School of Government, Har-
vard University, and the Department of Defense Leadership and Manage-
ment Program (DLAMP). Delores F. Johnson is a member of the Academy 
of Certified Social Workers (ACSW) and a licensed clinical social worker.  
Delores F. Johnson has received the following awards: Department of the 
Army Meritorious Civilian Service Award, Superior Civilian Service Award, 
The Order of the White Plume, Who’s Who in American Colleges and Uni-
versities, Who’s Who of American Women, and Who’s Who in Human Ser-
vices. She has also published several articles in major publications.

Mimi Kim has worked for more than 20 years as an anti-violence advocate in 
Asian communities, including 10 years at the Asian Women’s Shelter where 
she coordinated a nationally recognized multilingual access program. She 
is a steering committee member of the Asian and Pacific Islander Domestic 
Violence Institute, a national resource center. Mimi is also a founding mem-
ber of Incite! Women of Color against Violence, where she has been working 
collectively with women of color nationally and internationally to create com-
munity-based solutions to violence. Mimi continues her domestic violence 
advocacy as the Founder and Executive Director of Creative Interventions, a 
resource center supporting community-based interventions to domestic vio-
lence and other forms of intimate violence based in Oakland. She is also a 
program consultant for Shimtuh: Korean Domestic Violence Program, an 
Oakland-based program which she co-founded in 2000. Mimi is currently a 
Ph.D. candidate at the School of Social Welfare at the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley.

Shanti Kulkarni, Ph.D. LCSW, is Assistant Professor of Social Work at the 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte. Her primary research explores 
developmental and contextual factors within interpersonal violence theory 
and practice. She has worked in the sexual assault and domestic violence 
movement for more than a decade as an advocate, clinician, and researcher.

Taryn Lindhorst, Ph.D., LCSW, is an Associate Professor of Social Work 
at the University of Washington. Prior to receiving her doctorate in 2001,  
Dr. Lindhorst provided social work services for 15 years in public health set-
tings in New Orleans, Louisiana, where she helped found the local chapter 
of ACT UP and worked with several other LGBT organizations. Her current  
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research investigates the intersection between individuals and social insti-
tutions, particularly as this relates to issues of violence against women.  
Dr. Lindhorst’s work on the effects of welfare reform for battered women has 
won two national awards, and she has received a Career Development award 
from the National Institutes of Health to study domestic violence and men-
tal health outcomes. Her current projects include longitudinal analysis of 
the long-term impact of domestic violence on economic and mental health 
outcomes among adolescent mothers, a policy study of the experiences of 
battered women who are subject to legal action in the U.S. under the Hague 
Convention on the Civil Aspects of Child Abduction, and relationship vio-
lence among sexual minority youth.

Lettie L. Lockhart, Ph.D. LCSW, is currently a professor in the School of 
Social Work and the Director of the SSW Training Project at the University 
of Georgia. Lettie earned her Ph.D. from the School of Social Work from 
Florida State University, her MSW from Howard University in Washington, 
DC, and her BS in Social Work from Southern University in Baton Rouge, 
LA. She has been researching, teaching, and practicing in the area of domes-
tic violence for more than 20 years. She has been a pioneer in the empirical 
investigation of violence in intimate personal relationships with a focus on 
cultural and environmental factors. Dr. Lockhart has researched and taught 
courses/content on domestic violence with particular attention on race, class, 
gender, and sexual orientation. She was one of the major community players 
in the development of the first Domestic Violence (Project SAFE) shelter and 
hotline in Athens, Georgia. She has served on Boards of Directors of Domes-
tic Violence Programs and on national panels addressing domestic violence 
and she has been a juried reviewer for the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention in Atlanta. She has been an advocate for domestic violence 
curriculum integration with the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) 
over the past nine years and an advocate for policy and funding initiatives at 
the national, state, and local levels to address this major social issue. She is 
co-editor, with Fran Danis, of Breaking the Silence in Social Work Education: 
Domestic Violence Modules for Foundation Courses published by the CSWE. 
Together Lockhart and Danis founded the CSWE Violence Against Women 
and Their Children annual symposium.

Beckie Uta Masaki is currently Co-Founder and Executive Director of the 
Asian Women’s Shelter (AWS) in San Francisco and has served in that role 

Lockhart-Danis_FM.indd   16 11/13/09   10:44:19 AM

Downloaded from cupola.columbia.edu



contrIbutors  �vii

since the shelter opened in 1988. She received her MSW degree from the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley in 1983. In addition to her direct service and 
organizational development work at AWS, Beckie has provided peer-based 
training and technical assistance to a wide range of grassroots women’s groups 
on local, state, national, and international levels. Beckie is an appointed rep-
resentative of the California Domestic Violence Advisory Committee, one of 
the founding members of the Asian and Pacific Islander Institute on Domes-
tic Violence, and currently serves on the steering committee of the National 
Judicial Institute on Domestic Violence. Beginning in 1983, as the first and 
only Asian woman in a mainstream shelter program, Beckie has continued for 
the past 26 years to bring the voices and experiences of marginalized groups 
into the center of the movement to end violence against all women.

Gita Mehrotra is currently a doctoral student in the Social Welfare Program 
at the University of Washington. She has been involved with domestic vio-
lence work for the past 14 years in a variety of capacities, including direct 
service, education/training, and program and organizational development 
with a focus on API and queer communities. She is a consultant with the 
Asian Women’s Shelter, San Francisco, and is one of the lead organizers 
of Transforming Silence into Action, a national network of lesbian, bisex-
ual, queer women and transgender people addressing domestic violence in 
queer API communities. She is also engaged with technical assistance and 
training with South Asian and API community-based organizations around 
the country. Gita’s current research and teaching interests include domestic 
violence in South Asian and queer communities, anti-oppression/social jus-
tice education, critical theory and social work, and qualitative, community- 
based research.

Shawn L. Mincer, MSW, began his career 13 years ago as a prevention edu-
cator, crisis intervention staff and volunteer trainer with sexual violence and 
intimate partner violence (IPV) agencies in New England, and with preven-
tion and intervention programs at the University of New Hampshire. He 
obtained his MSW at the University of Michigan in 2003, where he worked 
with the statewide Michigan Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Vio-
lence. While there he assisted in implementing a national survey on primary 
prevention strategies for domestic violence, funded by the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC), titled A Vision for Prevention. He also worked on a primary 
prevention program targeted at Latino youth in Southeast Michigan and a  
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CDC-funded program to strengthen Community Response Teams in respond-
ing to IPV and sexual violence. Currently a doctoral student in the Social 
Welfare Program at the University of Washington, Shawn’s research interests 
include investigating IPV in the community of men who have sex with men, 
working with lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) elders 
and caregiving dyads, LGBTQ youths, community organizing and social 
movements, and critical research methodologies.

Jacquelyn Mitchell, JD, LCISW, is a forensic social worker, attorney, and 
mediator. She has served on the faculty of several graduate schools and 
departments of social work, developing and teaching courses on social policy, 
diverse populations, administration, mediation, and forensic social work. Her 
scholarship includes empirical investigations of relationships related to non-
custodial fathers, their children, and natural mothers; youth and community 
conflict; the impact of family formation on familial well-being; and the elderly. 
Her scholarship includes more than twenty juried articles and book chapters, 
more than 65 professional presentations, and program development activi-
ties related to the promotion of social, economic, and political justice. Her 
trans-disciplinary career includes positions as director of an adoptions depart-
ment, a Reginald Heber Smith Fellow in legal services, a public defender, 
private practice of law, judicial and nonprofit administration, legislative legal 
counsel, and family and general mediation. She is on the editorial board of 
the Journal of Values and Ethics and has served as co-editor of the Journal of 
Forensic Social Work and as a reviewer for the Journal of Race, Gender, and 
Class. She holds a Juris doctorate degree from the University of Pennsylvania 
Law School and an MSW from Atlanta University.

Sara-Beth Plummer, Ph.D., MSW, is a Project Coordinator and Instructor 
for the Center on Violence against Women and Children at the Rutgers Uni-
versity School of Social Work. Her experience includes being both a social 
worker and an assistant director at Barrier Free Living, Inc., an agency that 
provides services to individuals with disabilities who have been abused. She 
has assisted in creating a curriculum for teachers and parents on the topic of 
abuse and children with disabilities. She has presented to multiple social ser-
vice agencies, law enforcement personnel, and medical settings on the preva-
lence of abuse of individuals with disabilities. She was a research evaluator 
at the Partnership for People with Disabilities. Her research interests include 
domestic violence, criminal justice, and empowerment.
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Blanca M. Ramos, Ph.D., LCSW, is currently Associate Professor of Social 
Work at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte. She has taught courses 
on clinical social work, diversity, immigrants, Hispanic cultures in the U.S., and 
research in Latino communities. Her research and publications have focused 
on health disparities, multiculturalism, international social work, and domestic 
violence centering on Latinos. She has served in various local, regional, and 
national boards and commissions, and has extensive experience as a practitio-
ner and community advocate. She is past First Vice President of the National 
Association of Social Workers (NASW) and has served on the National Board  
of the Institute for the Advancement of Social Work Research, the editorial 
board of Social Work, and the NASW National Committee on Inquiry.

Elizabeth Randall, LICSW, Ph.D., is Associate Professor of Social Work at 
West Virginia University. She has 21 years of direct practice experience in 
the field of behavioral health, including inpatient and outpatient work with 
children, youths, adults, families, and groups. She is a member of Phi Kappa 
Phi, President of the West Virginia State Chapter of the National Association 
of Social Workers, and a member of the West Virginia Comprehensive Behav-
ioral Health Advisory Board.

Selena T. Rodgers, Ph.D., LSCW-R, is an Assistant Professor of Social 
Work at York College, City University of New York. Prior to her fulltime 
appointment, she served as an Adjunct Assistant Professor for six years in the 
same program. She was also the Associate Vice President at Safe Horizon’s 
Queens Criminal Justice and Community Programs; one of the nation’s 
leading agencies in the field of victimization. Her research interests include 
Posttraumatic Growth (PTG) with multi-cultural and multi-ethnic commu-
nities. She was a recipient of the Adjunct Professional Staff Congress (PSC)/
CUNY Research Award which supported (in part) her doctoral research on 
PTG among Latina immigrants living in refugee-like situations. She recently 
received a grant from the PSC-CUNY Research Award to examine posttrau-
matic growth and spiritual well-being in African-American female and male 
adult survivors of childhood sexual abuse. She is a former Hartman Child and 
Family Services Scholar. She has a published book chapter entitled, The Art 
of Healing: An Afrocentric helping guide for practitioners working with Afri-
can-African families who experience intimate partner violence. She received 
her Ph.D. from Adelphi University and her master’s degree in social work 
from Syracuse University.
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Barri Rosenbluth, LCSW, is Director of SafePlace’s Expect Respect Program 
in Austin, Texas. Expect Respect provides counseling, support groups, and 
educational programs for youth and adults on the issues of dating and domes-
tic violence, sexual harassment, and bullying prevention in K–12 schools. 
Expect Respect has gained national recognition and was selected in 2008 
as one of eleven sites to participate in Start Strong, an initiative to promote 
healthy teen relationships funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. 
Barri worked closely with the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion on the development of Choose Respect, and has co-authored several cur-
ricula including the Expect Respect Program Manual, Date Smart for the Boys 
and Girls Clubs of America, and Love All That and More for the FaithTrust 
Institute. Barri, her colleagues, and youth participating in Expect Respect 
have been featured on Good Morning America, ABC News Day One and 
World News Tonight, The Oprah Winfrey Show, Partnerships for Preventing 
Violence National Satellite Training, Parade magazine, Teaching Tolerance, 
National Public Radio, and in other local and national media.

Woochan S. Shim, Ph.D., is an assistant professor in the Department of Social 
Welfare at Daejeon University in South Korea. Her research interests include 
violence against women across the life span and culture. She taught and prac-
ticed in the domestic violence field in Korea as well as in the United States. 
She has been dedicated to developing culturally and spiritually sensitive and 
effective interventions for victims of ethnic minorities in both countries. She 
began working toward ending violence against women in the late 1980s and 
she continues to work toward the same goal locally and internationally.

Deb Spangler is currently the Aging and Disabilities Program Specialist for 
the National Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life, a project of the Wisconsin 
Coalition Against Domestic Violence. She has provided technical assistance, 
training, and consultation on abuse in later life as well as abuse of persons 
with disabilities both in Wisconsin and nationally, for the Department of Jus-
tice, Office on Violence Against Women Training grantees, since December 
2000. Prior to that, Deb was employed for ten years at the local domestic 
abuse program in Madison, Wisconsin. There, in addition to providing direct 
client services, she developed several programs including the Abuse in Later 
Life Program, the Rural Outreach Program, and the Health Care Advocacy 
Program. Deb has produced and published 11 articles, booklets, and manuals, 
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and has facilitated trainings in the elder abuse, disabilities, and health-care 
fields throughout the United States.

Leslie E. Tower, Ph.D., is an Associate Professor in the Division of Social 
Work and the Division of Public Administration at West Virginia University. 
Her research interests focus on women and, in particular, on violence against 
women, women and work, and feminist pedagogy. She has published articles 
on domestic violence in the Journal of Social Work Education, the Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, and the Journal of Family Violence. Dr. Tower is also 
active in community education on domestic violence, for example, updat-
ing, displaying, and producing programs around the West Virginia Silent  
Witness Exhibit.

Deborah D. Tucker is Executive Director for the National Center on Domes-
tic and Sexual Violence and served as Co-Chair of the U.S. Department of 
Defense Task Force on Domestic Violence from 2000 to 2003. Deborah has 
been dedicated to ending violence against women since becoming a volunteer 
with the first rape crisis center in Texas in 1973. She then served as Assistant 
Director for the Austin Rape Crisis Center (ARCC) from 1973 to 1975. She 
was Co-Founder and Executive Director of the Austin Center for Battered 
Women from 1977 until 1982. These two agencies were combined in 1997 to 
become the SafePlace Survival Center. In 1982 she became the first Executive 
Director of the Texas Council on Family Violence, a position she held until 
1996. Under her leadership, the Texas Council grew to be one of the largest 
state coalitions in the country with a staff of more than fifty providing train-
ing and technical assistance, public education, and advocacy, and it is home 
to the National Domestic Violence Hotline, 1–800–799-SAFE. She was the 
founding Chair of the National Network to End Domestic Violence during 
its development and passage of the Violence Against Women Act in 1994. 
The National Center on Domestic and Sexual Violence provides and cus-
tomizes training and consultation, influences policy, promotes collaboration, 
and enhances diversity with the goal of ending domestic and sexual violence. 
Visit their award winning Web site at http://www.ncdsv.org. Tucker received 
the National Network to End Domestic Violence’s Standing in the Light of 
Justice Award and Marshall’s Domestic Violence Peace Prize in recognition 
of her national leadership. She has also been honored as a Public Citizen of 
the Year by the National Association of Social Workers.
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Ann Turner has worked as an Aging and Disabilities Specialist for the National 
Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life (NCALL), a project of the Wisconsin 
Coalition Against Domestic Violence (WCADV) since 2002. Ms. Turner has 
been a grassroots organizer for the domestic violence movement in a rural 
area of Northwestern Wisconsin since 1981, and she opened a domestic abuse 
shelter in 1986. She served as Executive Director of the program for 20 years 
and has extensive experience in developing agency policy and procedures, 
including service and outreach programs. Ms. Turner’s development experi-
ence also includes writing training curriculum and presenting on numerous 
topics including domestic violence, domestic abuse in later life, ageism, and 
domestic violence in the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender community. 
Ms. Turner received the Bonnie Brandl Outstanding Systems Advocate Award 
from WCADV in 1991, and in 2001 she received a blanket, a symbol of honor, 
from the St. Croix Tribal Community for her work with that community.

J. B. Whipple, MSW (Mi’kmaq), received her BA degree in economics from 
Wheaton College, Norton, MA, and her MSW degree from the University 
of Southern Maine, Portland, ME. She is a member of the Eskasoni Band, 
Mi’kmaq First Nation in Nova Scotia. Her master’s research thesis explored 
the effect of drumming on healing from trauma in women from the tribes and 
bands of the Wabanaki Confederacy. JB was recently a research analyst at the 
Cutler Institute of Child and Family, Muskie School of Public Service, Univer-
sity of Southern Maine, where she had the primary responsibility for analyzing 
data on grants to end violence against Indian women, such as the STOP Vio-
lence Against Indian Women and the Indian Coalitions Against Sexual Assault 
and Domestic Violence programs, funded by the U.S. Department of Justice. In 
addition, she provides technical assistance to tribes on the grants which address 
sexual assault, domestic violence, and stalking. As a volunteer, JB works as an 
advocate at the Sexual Assault Services of Southern Maine (SARSSM), a local 
rape crisis center, staffing the hotline, responding to crisis calls, and accompa-
nying victims to the hospital and law enforcement interviews.

Kavya Velagapudi is a graduate student and a teaching assistant in the Uni-
versity of Kansas, School of Social Welfare. She has worked as an advocate 
at a domestic violence shelter for women and children and also interned for 
Kansas Coalition Against Sexual and Domestic Violence during her gradu-
ate studies.
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