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A C  K N O W  L E D G  M E N T S

Th e initial idea for this book came at the Advanced Graduate Workshop 

on Poverty, Development and Globalization cosponsored by Th e Brooks 

World Poverty Institute at the University of Manchester and Th e Initia-

tive for Policy Dialogue at Columbia University. Th ere, Joseph Stiglitz 

gave us his views on the relationship between migration and development 

and on the challenges and opportunities that international migration 

presents for the world’s developmental prospects. Th e introduction to this 

volume refl ects this conversation.

Drafts of the chapters in this volume  were presented at two conferences: 

one held at Columbia University in April 2008 and the other held at the 

Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM) in January 2009. 

We benefi ted from the comments provided by all the participants who 

generously gave of their time and expertise. Th ese include Dante Ang, for-

mer chairman of the Commission on Filipinos Overseas; Graziano Bat-

tistella, director of the Scalabrini Migration Center; Professor Alejandro 

Canales Ceron at the Centro Universitario de Ciencias Economico Ad-

ministrativas Universidad de Guadalajara; Benjamin Davis, director of the 

AFL- CIO Solidarity Center; Christian Dustmann, professor of economics 

at University College London; Luis Jorge Garay, associate research fellow 

at the Comparative Regional Integration Studies Programme of the United 

Nations University; Victoria Garchitorena, president of the Ayala Founda-

tion; Stephany Griffi  th- Jones, fi nancial markets director at Th e Initiative 

for Policy Dialogue at Columbia University; Susan Gzesh, executive direc-

tor of the Human Rights Program at the University of Chicago; Talip 

Kilic from the Development Research Group of the World Bank; Jeni 

Klugman, director of gender and development at the World Bank and for-

mer director of the Human Development Report Offi  ce of the United 
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Nations Development Programme; Hyejin Ku, assistant professor of eco-

nomics at Florida State University; Marcelino Chicano Libanan, former 

commissioner of the Philippines’ Bureau of Immigration; Magdalena 

Lesinka, deputy director of the Centre of Migration Research at the Uni-

versity of Warsaw; Milena Novy- Marx, program offi  cer at the MacArthur 

Foundation; Dilip Ratha, lead economist and manager of the Migration 

and Remittances Unit at the World Bank; John Slocum, director of migra-

tion and human mobility at the MacArthur Foundation; Michel Teitel-

baum, se nior adviser to the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation; Alfredo Th orne, 

former managing director of economic and policy research at JP Morgan 

Chase Bank and general director of global markets of Grupo Financiero 

Banorte; Hania Zlotnik, former director of the Population Division at the 

Depart ment of Economic and Social Aff airs of the United Nations; and 

Ayman Zohry, chairman of the board of the Egyptian Society for Migra-

tion Studies.

We gratefully acknowledge the fi nancial support from the MacArthur 

Foundation that made the writing of this volume possible. Sarah Green, 

Mildred Menos, and Farah Siddique from Th e Initiative for Policy Dia-

logue provided excellent support. We would like to thank Narayani 

Lasala- Blanco and Matthew S. Winters for volunteering as rapporteurs 

for the Mexico City meeting. We are also grateful to Myles Th ompson 

and Bridget Flannery- McCoy at Columbia University Press for their sup-

port and patience, as well as the three anonymous referees who provided 

constructive comments on the volume and the individual chapters.

Finally, our thanks to Joseph E. Stiglitz and José Antonio Ocampo 

from Th e Initiative for Policy Dialogue at Columbia University, who of-

fered their wisdom and counsel. Th is book would not have been possible 

without their leadership.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

Joseph E. Stiglitz, Jeronimo Cortina, and Enrique Ochoa-Reza

Th e “age of mobility” is  here to stay. Never before in human history have 

so many people been on the move. Today around 214 million people, or 

approximately 3 percent of the world’s population, live outside their coun-

try of birth. Women and girls account for half of international migrants, 

and 16 percent are under the age of 20 (UN/DESA 2011). South– south 

migration is now as frequent as south– north migration has been in the 

past, and while 97 percent of the world’s population does not move, mi-

gration is a global phenomenon that touches millions of lives, including 

many of those who  haven’t themselves migrated.

International migration permeates our daily lives. Migration is a key 

part of globalization, the closer integration of the countries of the world. 

In many ways, its impacts are greater than any other aspect of globaliza-

tion, e.g., the movement of goods, ser vices, or capital. It has aff ected 

ideas, cultures, even countries’ sense of identity. Like other parts of glo-

balization, it has been the center of controversy, but even more so: in 

many countries, debates about migration have become central to politics. 

International migration as a transnational and global pro cess has reshaped 

the meaning of national borders.

Ironically, while migration may have the most profound eff ects on 

both receiving and sending countries, it has remained the part of global-

ization least subject to international regulation. In recent years, though, a 

number of international forums have been created to understand the mi-

gration pro cess better— and to shape the pro cess so that it yields greater 

benefi ts to both the recipient and sending countries. Th ese include the 

Global Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD),1 the Global Mi-

gration Group (GMG),2 and a wide number of regional consultative pro-

cesses (RCPs) on migration.3 Together, they are proof that migration has 
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