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Singapore, and Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institution in Washington, 

DC. She is the author of numerous publications on information policy and 

global governance, including The Coming Democracy: New Rules for Running 

a New World (Island Press 2003/Brookings Press 2005).

thomas s. blanton is Director of the National Security Archive at George 

Washington University in Washington, DC. He filed his first Freedom of In-
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Reagan-Bush White House Tried to Destroy (The New Press, 1995). His articles 
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Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, The Wall Street Journal, The Boston Globe, 

Slate, the Wilson Quarterly, and many other publications. He is a graduate of 

Harvard University, and a founding editorial board member of freedominfo.

org, a virtual network on international freedom of information.

richard calland is the Executive Director of the Open Democracy 

Advice Centre (ODAC) in Cape Town and a founding member of the law 
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center, formed in 2000. He is also head of the Right to Know program at 

the democracy think tank Idasa. Prior to joining Idasa in 1995, he practiced 

law at the London Bar for seven years, specializing in human rights law. He 

holds postgraduate degrees in world politics and comparative constitutional 

law (LLM) from the London School of Economics and the University of 

Cape Town respectively. He has published extensively on the politics of the 

South African transition and is a political columnist for the Mail & Guardian 

newspaper. His most recent book, Anatomy of South Africa: Who Holds the 

Power? was published in October 2006.

jamie p. horsley is Deputy Director of The China Law Center and lec-

turer in law at Yale Law School. She has been the managing partner of 

the China offices of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison; commer-

cial attaché in the U.S. embassies in Beijing and Manila; Vice President 

of Motorola International, Inc. and Director of Government Relations for 

China for Motorola, Inc.; and a consultant to The Carter Center on village 

elections in China. She is a graduate of Harvard Law School and has an 

M.A. in Chinese studies from the University of Michigan and a B.A. from 

Stanford University.

laura neuman is Assistant Director for the Americas Program at the 

Carter Center in Atlanta, Georgia. She is the Access to Information Project 

Manager and directs and implements Carter Center transparency projects 

in countries ranging from Mali to Bolivia. Her publications include: Access 

to Information, A Key to Democracy; Using Freedom of Information Laws to 

Enforce Welfare Benefits Rights in the United States; and editor and author of 

Access to Information: Building a Culture of Transparency, The Promotion of De-

mocracy Through Access to Information, and The Path to the Right to Access to 

Information. She is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin Law School.

elena petkova was formerly with the World Resources Institute. She has 

led a global effort in developing and applying an indicator-based methodol-

ogy to assess national-level law and practice of access to information, par-

ticipation, and justice in environmental decision making. Her publications 

of the last ten years focus on issues of transparency and participation in the 

environment and climate change. She has also convened and led various 

international multistakeholder dialogues around these issues.

ayo obe is a legal practitioner and former president of the Civil Liber-

ties Organisation, the pioneer human rights organization in Nigeria. From 

2001 to 2006 she was a member of the Police Service Commission, the 
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civilian oversight body on policing in Nigeria, representing human rights 

nongovernmental organizations.

vivek ramkumar is Program Officer at the International Budget Proj-

ect, Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, where his time is divided be-

tween IBP’s training projects and budget transparency research. He pre-

viously worked with the MKSS, an organization that pioneered the right 

to know movement in India and is best known for its innovative public 

hearing forums in which village communities track local budget expen-

ditures. He has also worked with a Mumbai based NGO, SPARC, that 

is part of the Shack/Slum Dwellers International. Ramkumar is a quali-

fied Chartered Accountant and holds a master’s degree from the London 

School of Economics.

alasdair roberts is associate professor of public administration at the 

Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs, Syracuse University.

shekhar singh is founding member and former convenor, National 

Campaign for People’s Right to Information in India, and former direc-

tor of the Centre for Equity Studies, New Delhi. He has taught at the In-

dian Institute of Public Administration, New Delhi, the North-Eastern Hill 

University, Shillong, and St. Stephen’s College, University of Delhi. He has 

been advisor to the Planning Commission of India and has been associated 

with a variety of nongovernmental organizations and popular movements. 

His publications include: Large Dams in India: Environmental, Social and 

Economic Impacts (2002); Setting Biodiversity Conservation Priorities for India 

(2000); and Strengthening Conservation Cultures (2000).

ivan szekely is Counsellor, Open Society Archives at Central Euro-

pean University and associate professor at the Budapest University of 

Technology and Economics (BUTE). He has written some thirty major 

studies on the theoretical and practical aspects of openness and secrecy, 

including conducting the first Hungarian research on data protection and 

information privacy (1989–1990) and coauthoring both the Hungarian 

National Information Strategy (1995) and the government’s theses on the 

information society (2000). He has helped to create numerous institu-

tions in Central and Eastern Europe on data protection, freedom of infor-

mation, and archives. In 1994, he prepared a multidisciplinary doctoral 

thesis at the Faculty of Natural and Social Sciences of BUTE (information 

management); he defended his second thesis for candidacy (sociology)  

in 1998.
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hanhua zhou is a Professor of Law and the Director for Constitutional 

and Administrative Law Division in the Institute of Law, Chinese Academy 

of Social Sciences. He was also one of the founders and serves as vice chair-

man in the China Information Law Society. As a member of the Advisory 

Committee for State Informatization and the State Advisory Committee for 

Cutting the Red Tape, and as advisory expert for several other governmental 

agencies, Dr. Zhou has been involving in cutting-edge research and deci-

sion-making process in connection with freedom of information and regu-

latory reform for some time, including leading the first task force on free-

dom of information research in China, drafting the Freedom of Information 

Regulations for the government, and taking part in drafting the Adminis-

trative License Law organized by the State Council Legal Affairs Office. Dr. 

Zhou was a senior visiting scholar at Yale Law School from September to 

December 2000, a visiting scholar in the Norwegian Institute of Human 

Rights from July to December 1998, and a visiting scholar at University 

of Michigan Law School from 1993 to 1995. From 1997 to 1999, Dr. Zhou 

practiced law in the Beijing Jun He Law Offices.
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